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Miss Liberia in the US Pageant Guidelines 

ELIGIBILITY  
Any naturally born female of Liberian decent (regardless of her place of birth) between the ages of 17 to 26 
(by the pageant date), single (never been married, not presently pregnant, and never having had a child) with 
good moral character is eligible to participate.  She must be at least a high school senior and must possess 
talent, charm, and a pleasant personality. 
 
CONTESTANT REGISTRATION FEE 
Each contestant will be charged a non-refundable registration fee.  The fee amount is located in the 
Frequently Asked Questions section.  This fee will help towards the cost of hosting the contestant during 
pageant.   
 
CONTESTANT SEGEMENTS 
Contestants of the MISS LIBERIA IN THE US Pageant will be judged in the following segments:  
(a) Preliminary interview (b) African Attire, (c) Swimwear, (d) Contestants’ performance (e) Talent,  
(f) Evening Wear and (g) Interview. 
 
(A) Preliminary Interview: All contestants must have an all black casual business outfit for the Preliminary 
Interview segment. You may wear black pants or skirt and a black top. You are not required to wear a suit. 
This segment will take place before the pageant. The judges will ask questions based on the contestant’s bio. 
It will simulate a 2 minute Press Conference. To prepare for this segment, please memorize the following:  
 
“Good evening, my name is (insert name) representing (insert state).  I am ready to answer your 
questions.”  
After answering each question you are to respond with: 
“Thank you. I am ready for the next questions please.” 
 
(B) African Attire: Any form of African attire in the color and style of the contestant’s choice. 
  
(C) Swimwear:  A one or two-piece swimsuit in the style of the contestant's choice.  NO THONGS!  The 
color of the swimsuit is stated in the Frequently Asked Questions section.  All contestants are asked to 
conform to this dress code for swimwear in order for the judges to easily judge each contestant based on 
one color. Contestants are not allowed to use props during this segment. Contestants may only wear 
swimsuits, heels and jewelry. Wraps will be provided by the Miss Liberia in the US pageant coordinators and 
will be required to be worn in this segment. It is advised that contestants purchase and bring body glue to 
ensure that their swimsuits stay in place during performance. Body glue (AKA swimsuit glue) is an adhesive 
that keeps swimsuit bottoms from riding up.  If you need help finding body glue, you can purchase it from 
Crowning Image at 936-856-9072 or purchase it from their web site: 
http://www.crowningimage.com/adhesives.htm 
  
Contestants’ Performance: Contestants will need a black tank top, lappa (any African print), and long 
thick black footless tights to wear under the lappa. This outfit will be used for the contestants’ 
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choreographed piece during the pageant. In order to participate in this segment contestant must attend all 
mandated rehearsals, or be able to well perform the piece before the show. 
 
Talent:  3 min. only. Each contestant will be given 3 min. to perform her talent on stage. Tally Judges will 
monitor each contestant’s time. The timer will begin once contestant arrives on stage and starts performing. 
Performing involves the sound of music, movements, speaking (includes personal introductions) or etc. 
Please consult with pageant coordinators prior to pageant day if you are unclear with the timing constraints. 
If any contestant goes beyond 3 min. points will be subtracted from her score. The contestants must 
notify Luwip of any special technical needs no later then three weeks prior to the event. Please put all music 
on CD, No Cassette. Contestants will not be allowed to have any on-stage accompaniment during the 
talent segment (i.e. backup singers). This is a solo performance. No lip singing will be allowed 
 
Evening Wear:  A full-length gown in the color and style of the contestant's choice 
  
Interview:  Only the top five contestants will move on to the interview segment. 
  
All contestants are responsible for the required wardrobe for each segment.  Each contestant is only allowed 
one assistant at a time backstage to avoid overcrowding.  The Liberian United Women in Progress (LUWIP) 
is not responsible for the contestants' personal belongings. 
  
CONTESTANTs FORMS: Contestants must fill out, sign, and return pageant Application, Bio, Rules 
and Regulations Affidavit, Pageant Guidelines, and registration fee (as stated in the Frequently Asked 
Questions segment) before or on June 30th of the pageant year.  If your information is not receive on or 
before the due date a penalty fee will be applied to the contestant registration fee, and the contestant’s 
information may not appear in the pageant souvenir program. 
 
PHOTOS: Three photos of the candidate should accompany all applications.  One photo should be a 
crowned head shot of the contestant, the second should be a professional full-bodied shot, and the third 
should be of the contestant in African Attire (not what she will be wearing at the pageant).  These 
photographs will be used in the pageant souvenir program, so please send photos that show you at your 
best.  
  
CONTESTANTS REHEARSALS: Contestants are required to participate in all rehearsals (times and 
dates are stated in contestant itinerary).  Only Contestants that attend all mandated rehearsals, or able to well 
perform the piece before the show will be allowed to participate in the Contestants Performance. 
Contestants must walk the same stage strips as all other contestants; and must be taught continuous smiles, 
stance, and walk. 
  
PRIZES 
Only 3 winners will be chosen: 2nd Runner-up, 1st Runner-up, and MISS LIBERIA IN THE US. MISS 
LIBERIA IN THE US will receive a crown, sash, cash and valuable prizes.  1st and 2nd Runner-ups will also 
receive cash and valuable prizes. All contestants will receive a pageant souvenir program, an Official Miss 
Liberia in the US T- Shirt, and prizes throughout pageant week. 
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PAGEANT WEEK 
Contestants must conduct themselves in a proper lady-like manner and portray high moral standards. 
Contestants will not be permitted to drink alcoholic beverages, smoke, or use foul language at any time 
during the pageant week. Contestant should look presentable at all times. 
  
PAGEANT SOUVENIR PROGRAM 
Contestants may wish to purchase an additional ad to thank sponsors and supporters.  Parents will also be 
able to purchase an ad to support their daughter in the pageant.  Please call pageant coordinators for ad 
prices.  If you wish to submit an ad, please have your information in to the coordinators by June 30th of the 
pageant year. 
  
JUDGES 
Judges will be selected for the MISS LIBERIA IN THE US Pageant by LUWIP.  They will be eminent 
respected members of the Liberian, American, and International Communities.  LUWIP reserves the right 
to appoint all such judges.  THE DECISION OF THE JUDGES, ONCE TABULATED, IS FINAL. 
LUWIP BEARS NO RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE DECISIONS OF THE JUDGES. 
  
Judges will be seated at the front and center facing the stage in order to accurately judge the contestants.  
Judges must be present from the beginning of the program to the end.  Judges may not discuss contestants 
during the show or speak with any member of the audience.  Only the Tally Judge will tally scores, which 
will then be proofed by an Assistant Tally Judge, and presented to the MC at the approached times. 
  
JUDGING CRITERIA  
All the Contestants will compete in five areas of the competition: Preliminary Interview, African Wear, 
Swim Wear, Talent, and Evening Wear.  Each area counts as a percentage of the total score. Each 
contestant is judged immediately after each event by the panel of judges.  There will be an elimination 
process!  All contestants will be judged up to the Evening wear segment.  Scores will be tallied after that 
segment and the 5 contestants with the highest scores will advance to the Final Interview Segment.  Only 
those 5 finalists will remain on stage while the others exit the stage to the back.  The finalists will then be 
asked 2 individual questions.  
  
Preliminary Interview – 20%  
Criteria used for scoring the Preliminary interview are: overall first impression, personal appearance, 
personality, intellect, validated opinions, vocabulary, grammar, and responses in context.  
 
African Wear - 15%  
Criteria for scoring the African Wear competition include overall first impression, personality and stage 
presence, technique (walk, posture, and grace), and sense of confidence. Contestants should wear any form 
of African attire that reflects their personal style. 
  
Swimsuit - 5%  
Criteria for scoring the swimsuit competition include overall first impression, statement of physical fitness 
and health, and sense of confidence. The swimsuit must be a Conservative one or two-piece suit, and 
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should complement the woman wearing it.  The specific color you MUST wear for the swimsuit is stated in 
the Frequently Asked Questions section.   
  
Talent - 20% 
Each contestant will perform a 3-minute talent presentation. Talents may include, but are not limited to, 
vocals in every medium, dance in all forms, gymnastics, instrumentals, and drama. (NO LIP SINGING 
ALLOWED) The talent competition distinguishes the contestant's skills, personality, interpretive ability, 
technical skill level, stage presence, and the totality of all elements; e.g., costume, props, voice, and use of 
body, choreography.  
  
Evening Wear - 15%  
Criteria for judging the evening wear competition include overall first impression, sense of confidence, 
personality stage presence, and technique (walk, posture, and grace) appropriateness of the eveningwear, 
beauty and sense of attractiveness. Contestants should wear any "after-five" ensemble that reflects their 
personal style.  
 
Interview - 25%  
Criteria used for scoring the interview include overall first impression, personal appearance, personality, 
intellect, validated opinions, vocabulary, grammar, and responses in context.  
 
The Judging panel will consist of 5 Judges 1 Tally Judge and 1 Assistant Tally Judge. The maximum points 
for each segment are listed below. 
 

Judging Tally % of total Score 
Max Points                          
(per Judge) 

Max Points                                  
(Total from five 

Judges) 

Preliminary Interview  20% 20 100 

African Wear 15% 15 75 

Swimsuit  5% 5 25 

Talent  20% 20 100 

Evening Wear 15% 15 75 

     

Mid Point 75% 75 375 

     

Interview  25% 25 125 

     

Total 100% 100 500 
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MISS LIBERIA in the US should possess the following qualities: 
 

� Genuine concern for the role of women in society, especially Liberian women.  

� An ambassador and public relations representative of MISS LIBERIA IN THE US 

� Attractive, poised, talented and intelligent with a confident and commanding presence. 

� An activist on issues she considers important. 

� Articulate with the courage to defend her convictions. 

� A leader by virtue of her integrity. 

� One who takes personal pride in physical fitness and health. 

 

 

I have thoroughly read and I understand all the statements in the Pageant Guidelines and will abide by all 
listed above.  
 
 
 
________________________________________  ________________________________________  
(Print contestant’s name)     (Print contestant’s name) 
 
_________________________________________ _______________________________________  
(Signature of contestant)     (Signature of Parent/Guardian if under 18) 

 


